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Rudolph's prophetic forecast of the future great-
ness of Austria, joined to a solemn warning to his
sons to remember in the days of their glory the
fate of Ottokar, closes "Konig Ottokars Gliick und
Ende."

The ill fate which had attended the drama from the
start pursued it after its appearance on the stage. "When
the day of the first performance finally arrived/3 wrote
G-rillparzer, "there was a crush at the Burgtheater such as
has not been seen there before or since. Unfortunately, I
cannot claim that the public intended to honor me per-
sonally by crowding the house in this way; the truth is
that the report that the play had been prohibited by the
censor held out the prospect of a public scandal. But
when everything passed off most innocently and loyally,
and even the attempt to connect events of long agO' with
personages still living proved unsuccessful, the spectators
found themselves partly disappointed in their expecta-
tions. There was tremendous applause, or rather, since
the crush made hand-clapping impossible, there was im-
mense cheering and stamping; but I felt instinctively that
the play had failed to make a really deep impression.
There was the same applause at every repeated per-
formance ; nevertheless, it seemed as if the play had some-
how miscarried. Friends and acquaintances avoided me,
as though dreading to talk about the latest dramatic event.
The worst critics were the admirers of my 'Sappho';
they applied the same standards to both plays, utterly un-
mindful of the difference in the subjects. I finally kept
away purposely from the few houses where I had hitherto
been in the habit of visiting, in order not to be compelledd frustrates this and that.
